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The  boston  Landmarks  Commission  is  required  to  hold  a  public  hearing 
on  all  proposed  designations  following  the  completion  of  the  formal 
staff  or  study  committee  report. 

The  purpose  of  the  public  hearings  is  to  elicit  information  and  views 

from  interested  or  affected  parties.  The  Commission  gives  three 

weeks'  notice  to  property  owners,  and  to  abuttors  if  the  proposed 
designation  is  of  a  Landmark. 


Order  of  Presentation 

The  Commission  has  adopted  by-laws  to  govern  the  order  of  presen- 
tation of  statements  at  the  hearing.   The  order  is  as  follows: 

1.  Formal  recording  of  the  notice  of  hearing 

2.  Presentation  of  the  findings  and  recommendations  of  the  study 
report 

3.  Recording  of  counsel  representing  any  participant  in  the  hearing 
4  .  Statements 

a.  from  elected  officials 

b.  from  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Commission,  who  have  statutory  review  responsibility 

c.  from  those  present  in  support  of  the  designation 

d.  from  those  present  in  opposition  to  the  designation 

5.  Rebuttal,  if  any. 

Statements  in  support  or  in  opposition  to  the  designation  are  taken 
in  the  following  order: 

1.  From  owners  and  users  of  the  proposed  Landmark,  or  in  the 
proposed  district  or  protection  area 

2.  From  abutting  or  nearby  owners 

3.  From  abutting  or  nearby  residents 

4.  From  local  organizations,  interest  groups  or  public  agencies 

5.  From  qualified  expert  witnesses  offering  professional  opinion 

6.  From  the  general  public. 

(over) 


Cross-examination  and  Expert  Testimony 

The  Commission  is  the  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  an  individual 
seeking  to  offer  expert  testimony  or  professional  opinion. 

Cross -examination  of  witnesses  is  a  privilege  extended  by  the 
Commission  to  Commission  members,  attorneys  of  record,  designated 
representatives  of  community  organizations  or  interest  groups, 
or  other  designated  individuals.   Questions  are  restricted  to 
those  eliciting  material  testimony  on  matters  before  the  Commission; 
the  privilege  may  be  withdrawn  if  abused. 

Written  Statements 

Written  statements  may  be  submitted  at  the  hearing,  or  up  to  three 
working  days  after  the  hearing  at  the  office  of  the  Boston  Landmarks 
Commission,  City  Hall  805   Boston,  Mass.   02201.   An  extension  of 
time  for  submitting  written  statements  must  be  requested  in  writing, 
and  may  be  granted  only  at  the  chair's  discretion. 

The  public  record  of  the  hearing  may  be  examined  at  the  Commission 
office,  once  the  transcription  is  completed. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  at 
725-3850. 
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